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OOK S printed for Joux Beecroer, at the 
Bible and Crown, No, 23, in Pater-noſter-Row, 
1 e 6d. each bound, or 55. a Dozen. 
q 
|  Companidn to the Altar: ShewingtheNature and 
Neceſſity of a Sacramental Preparation in order 
our worthy receiving the holy Communion. Where- 
in thoſe Fears and Scruples about Eating and Drinking 
unworthily, and of incurring our own Damnation 
thereby, are proved groundleſs and unwarrantable, M T. 
Unto which are added, Prayers and Meditations pre. N 
parative to a Sacramental reparation, according to 
| 2 hat the Church of England requires from her Com- 
municants. 
Vi. B. This Companion to the Altar! 18 ne of all 
Sizes to bind up with all Sorts of Common-Prayers in 
the moſt curious Manner, and are ſold as above. 


The Chriſtian Monitor; containing an earneſt Ex- 
pbortation to an holy Life, with: ſome Directions in or- by 
der. thereto. Written in a plain and eaſy Stile for all 

| Sorts of People. Þ 


L - aps Counſel : 'or, The F ather” 8 Advice to his 
Children. - * 
An eNeCtual "JERT'E mand the Tour of Death. * 
5 The two laſt by the late Rev. Mr. Jonx Nok RIS, M. A. * 


The Daily Self Examinant; or, An Earneſt Per- 
ſuaſive to the Duty of Daily Self. Examination; with BJ _- 
avert Prayers and Meditations... _ Het 


The Devout Soul's Daily Exerciſe ; in Prayers, 

| eee and Praiſes. Containing Devotions of , 

or Morning, Noon and Night, for every Day in the 
Veek, with Prayers and Thankſgivings for Perſons pub. 
of all ;Conditions and be 1225 all Qecations. By R. 75 7 
The Daily Scape with Chriſtian Supports un- A 
der the Troubles of this World, to comfort and ſuccour #7, 
all thoſe, who, in this tran TOW ife, are in Trouble, of 7. 
Sorrow, Need, 'Sicknglg\orany* ou DT Adverſity. Unto tr Sd 
Which are added, 90 es 5 5 ations ſuitable / © 9/ 

fer all e gy or Eſtate, | 
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To the Right Reverend Father 


. molt Herne Reg. 
Council. e 


My Lord, 


EN OUR Lordſbip having g- 
5 „ nfied your Pleaſure, that the 
I ol 7 Sermon which You heard, 
NC YM When You did us the Honour 
1 _ 70 be preſent at the Opening 
of our Pariſh-Church, . ſhould be made 
publick; notwithſlanding my Averſeneſs 
te print any Thing in Engliſh ; yet out 
of a. juſt Senſe. both. of that Obedience, 
which I owe to You as my Biſhop, and 
of that Kindneſs which I have received 
from Yau as my Patron, I have now done 
| 1 IJ | A-2 it, 


* 
1 


in God, Henry Lord Biſhop 
Et of London, One of his' Majel- * 
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The Epicle ng 


it, ond berewith make bold to 8 80 it 
e You. What Effect a Diſcourſe of 
this Nature will have upon the Minds of 
' thoſe who' ſhould have fo much Patience as 


to read it, I know not; but muſt leave 
that to Him who bath the Hearts of all 
Men in his Hand. My Subject I am ſure 

geod and neceſſary: And as for my 
* plain and practical Way of handling zt, 
it is that which my Text requireth, in 


that it commandeth, that in our Chriſtian 
Congregations, All Things be done to 
 Edifying. So that unleſs J had endea- 
 woured to ſuit it to the Capacities of all 

there preſent, and to make it as Edifying 


as could unto them, my Sermon had 


been a Contradiction to my Text :,_And 
beſides that, '\1 had 22 my 'Deff Zn in 
Preaching it: Which was, to convince 


thoſe eſpecially, whoſe Souls, under your 
Lordſhip, are committed to my Care and 
Conduct, of the Excellency and Uſeful- 
neſs of the Common-Prayer, and ſo to 
perſuade them to the conſtant and conſci- 
entious Uſe of it; not only becauſe it is 
conformable to the Doctrine, Diſcipline 
me Practice of the ae Church, nor 

only 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


only becauſe it is eſtabliſhed by the Laws | 
both of our Church and 5055 [though ⁵ 
they alſo be very great Regſons but lie- 
wiſe becauſe of that Ex traordinary Benefit 
and Advantage, which they would re- 
cerve from it, for the Edifying of their 
Souls in whatſoever is neceſſary 40 their 43 
eternal Salvation. 2 .- 
- I am very ſenſi ble, that POT more | 
might have been ſaid upon this Excellent 
Subject; but intending no more than 2 1 
plain Sermon upon the Occaſion, I was if 
forced to omit many Things, and to con- 
fine myſelf to ſuch only, which were moſt 
obvious, and ſeemed the moſt neceſſary 
for People to know and practiſe, in order 
to their being reconciled unto, and edi= | 
fied by our Pudblick Prayers. And i, 
upon 7 our Peruſfal of that little which 
I have ſaid, You ſhall find any Thing not 
agreeable to the Doctrine of our Church, 
1 humbly ſubmit it to Your Lordſhip's 
Tudgment and C enſure; only defiring that 
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F5 You would be as ready to pardon, as I | | 
„amm lo retrad it. [ 
ine | | 
wor | 1 9 | 
3 My 


- My Lord, 


© have one Requeſt more to make unto 


You, which is, that as You was the 
| Occaſion of my Printing this Sermon, ſo 
| You would be pleaſed to accept of it now 


| ze is Printed: And if, by the Bleſſing 
K .of Almighty God, it may contribute any 


Thing to thoſe great Ends which You con- 
-Zinually proſecute with ſo great Wiſ- 


| dom 427 Prudence, with ſuch exemplary 


Care and Diligence, in the Management 


of that high Office which He hath called 
you to, even to the Glory of his great 
Name, the Good of his Church, and the 
Salvation of the Souls of Men, it is all 
Phat is de 2 red by, 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip! 8 moſt bumble, 7 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


The - Epiſtle Dedicatory. 6 


William B rveridge. 


WR 


V 


Der 


joiced ſo muchatit, that they kept the Dedication of 


11 Co R. xiv. 26. f 


"Tos all T, bings hs done to Edi Ying. 


De EN Judas * had new 


built the Altar, and repaired the 


& 75 Three Years together; the Church 


of God at that T; ime, and Place re- 


it. eight Days, and ordered that the ſame ſhould be 


obſerved every Year, x Mar, iv. 555 And ſo we find 


it was in our Saviour's Time: For he himſelf was 


pleaſed to honour that F eſtival, though only of 


Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, with his own Preſence, 


on x 22. In the like Manner, we of this Pariſh 


ave Cauſe to be tranſported with Toy and Glad- 
neſs, and to ſpend this Day in praifing and adoring 
the moſt high God, for that our Church, which 


hath lain waſte for above five times Three Years, 
s now at laſt rebuilt, and fitted again for his Wor- 


ſhip and Service. For what the Altar and Tem- 


ple were unto the Jews then, the ſame will our 


Church be unto us now. Did they there offer up 


their Sacrifices unto God, as Types of the Death i 
of Chriſt ? We ſhall re commemorate the ſaid W 
Death of Chriſt, typified by thoſe Sacritices. Did 
they come from al Parts of Fudea to worſhip. Gd 1 


there ? So ſhall we, I hope, come from all Parts 
of, this Pariſh to worſhip God here. Was the 


A4 Temple 


W. Q Temple at Feruſalem,, after it bag | 


wp, been polluted, and laid waſte for. 
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We Excellency and Uſefulnſs s: 


Temple an Houſe of Prayer to them? So is this 


Church to us. Was that the Place where God, 
according to his Promiſe, came unto his People to 


bleſs them? I do not doubt but he will do the ſame 
to us in this Place, if we come unto it, and carry 
| ourſelves in it as we ought to do. 
the Temple the Place where all Things were per- 
formed, that could any way conduce to the Edify- 


In ſhort, was 


ing of God's People, as Things then ſtood ? The 


ſame may be ſaid of our Church, as Things now 
ſtand. Fo de, I 
CO Ithe Edifying of our Souls here, and ſo to their 


Eternal Salvation hereafter, is clearly and fully 


or whatſoever is, or can be, neceſſai 


comprehended in thoſe ſeveral Offices, which, ac- 


cording to the Laws of the Land, are now to be 
performed in this Place, Neither 1s there any 


Thing contained in any of them, but what doth 


really conduce to theſe great Ends and Purpoſes. | 


But this being a Thing which is denied by ſome, 
and underſtood but by few amongſt us, I ſhall en- 


deavour toexplainanddemonſtrate unto all. Which 
I chooſe to do at this Time, becauſe it is the moſt 


proper Subject I could think of for this Occaſion, 


For, unleſs what is to be now done in this Place, 


will anſwer the Ends wherefore it is erected, all 
the Coſts and Charges that have been laid out up- 
on it, will be to no purpoſe at all, But if it can 
be fully made out, That the Service which is here 


to be performed, doth highly conduce to the Ad- 


vancement of God's Glory and our Happineſs, the 
great End wherefore ſuch Places are erected, then 
you cannot but acknowledge, that whatſoever any 


of you have contributed towards it, is the beſt Money 


that you ever ſpent; and that this Day, wherein the 
ſaid Service is begun to be performed in it, is one 


af the moſt joyful Days that this Pariſh ever ſaw, - 


7 This 


* 
2 
ee 
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A This therefore is that which I ſhall endeavour. I 
p to prove at this Time: And for that End I have 
| choſen theſe Words for the Ground and Founda- i 
| tion of all that I ſhall ſay upon this Subject: Let þ 
| all Things be done to Edifying, For the right Under- | 
| ſtanding whereof we mult know, that the Apoſtle - þ 
having in this Chapter diſcourſed at large concern- WK 
; ing the Way and Manner of holding Chriſtian, } j 
pu Aſſemblies, and having proved, that whatſoever is 
„ there ſaid, ought to be ſpoken in ſuch a Language, 

* that all there preſent may underſtand, and ſo be 

4 Edified by it; he at laſt ſums up the whole in this 1 
y Propoſition: How is it then, Brethren? When ye 
= come tigether, every one of you hath a. Pſalm, hath a” 
ö Doctrine, hath a Tongue, hath a Revelation, hath i 
* an Interpretation: Let all Things be done to Ldiſyin gf 
4 As if he ſhould have ſaid, Whatſoever Gifts any MW 
l of you have, or pretend to, yet when you, meet 1 
together upon a ia as Account, for the Publick MK 
7 Worſhip of God, take ſpecial care that all Things ; 
7 be there done to the Edifying of all who are there 
˖ preſent. From whence it is plain, that the Apoſtle f 
| lays down this as a general Rule, neceſſary to be | 


obſerved- in all Chriſtian Congregations, & that 


FFC 


. whenſoever we meet together to worſhip and ſerve it 
1 God, if any Thing be done there which is not for ; 
5 our Edification, we come ſhort of this Rule; and 
q ſo we do too, if any Thing be there wanting that 
10 may conduce to that End. For according to this 1 
” | Rule, as nothing is to be there done but what is . 
8 for our Edifying, ſo alſo on the other ſide, al! 
A Things that are, or can be, for our Edifying, | 
4 ee to. be them ß | 
919 But far our better Underſtanding the true Senſe Ml 
N and Purport of this Rule, it is neceſſary to con- | 1 
K ſider what the Apoſtle here means by Edifying * i | 
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10 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 

For which we muſt know, That all Chriſtians 
being, as the ſame Apoſtle faith, F the Houſhold of 
Cod, built upon the Foundation of the A o/tles and 
17 Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner- 
Alone, Eph. ii. 19, 20. Hence whatſoever tends - 
to the Strenghening, Supporting, Cementing, or 
Raiſing this Fabfick higher, whatſocver it is 
whereby Men are made more firm and ſolid Chriſti- 
ans, more holy and perfect Men than they were 
before, by that they are faid to be Edifed, And 
therefore it is a great Miſtake for Men to think, as 
ny do, that they are Ez:fied by what they hear, 
merely becauſe they know perhaps ſome little thing 
which before they were ignorant of. For Know- 
tedge (as the Apoſtle faith) puffeth up, it is Charity 


that Ed:fieth, 2 Cor. viii. 1. And therefore, what-' | nou 
ſoever Knowledge we attain to, we cannot be that 
| faid to be Edified by it any farther than as it in- preſ 
fluences our Minds, excites our Love, and inclines of t. 
our Heart to God and Goodneſs, And that this Plac 
is the true Notion of Edifying, is plain from the' Þ of t 
Aͤpoſtle's own Words, where he ſaith, Let no cor- done 
rupt Communication come out of your Mouths, but that B 
which is for the uſe of Ediſying, that it may adminiſ- | lar, 
ter Grace unto the Hearers, Eph. iv. 29. For from able 
hence it is manifeſt, that that only is properly faid prov 
to Edify, that miniſters Grace unto us; whereby is ſo 
we are made more Pure and Holy than we were be ac 
before. And therefore, we read of Edifying our- that 
elves in Love, Eph. iv. 16. and building up ourſelves now 
in our moſt holy Faith, Jude 20. which are the two erib 
Graces that make up a real and true Chriſtian. itſelt 
And nothing can be ſaid to Edify, but what tends of Ce 
to the exciting and increaſing of them: Until we care 


dome (as the Apoſtle ſaith) in the Unity of the Faith, || done 
7 


and Proy 


TOO EOS. ˙ꝗ—— ie OR MD I 


done to Edifying, his meaning in brief is this, That 


together to worſhip and ſerve God, all Things are 


there to be ſo done, that we may return Home 
wiſer and better than we came thither; with our 
Knowledge of God and Chriſt increaſed, our De- 
fires enlarged, our Love inflamed, our Faith con- 


firmed, all our Graces quickned, and ſo our wholg 
Souls made more Humble, more Holy, more like, 


to God, than they were before. „ 
The Words being thus briefly explained, I ſhalt 
now apply them to our preſent Purpoſe, and ſhew 
that that Form of religious Worſhip, which is 


preſcribed by our Chureh, eſtabliſhed by the Laws 


of the Land, and therefore to be uſed now in this. 
Place, agrees exactly with this Rule, or Canon 
of the holy Apoſtle, even that all Things in it are 
dane to, Eedifuene. GE „„ 


* 


But before we prove that that Form in particu- 


lar, which our Church hath preſcribed, is agree- 


able to this Apoſtolical Rule, it is neceſſary to 
prove firſt, That the preſcribing a Form in'general 
is ſo. For unleſs the preſcribing a Form in general 

be according to this Rule, no Form in particular,,. 
that is preſcribed, can poſſibly agree with it. But 
now that this Rule admits, yea requires, the pre- 

ſeribing of ſome Form, is evident from the Rule 
itſelf. For the Apoſtle here commands the Church 
of Corinth, and ſo all Provincial Churches, to take 
care that in their religious Aſſemblies all Things be 


done to Edifying,, But how is it poſſible for any 


Provincial Church to ſee that this be done, except 


AY - of the Common-Prayer. 11 
| n N Il SF 
and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unta a per- 
fell Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the 
Fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 12, 13. Hence there- 
fore, when the Apoſtle ſaith, Let all Things be 
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he preſcribes ſome certain Form for the doing af but 
it? If every Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhould be left to for 
dis own Liberty, to do what he pleaſed in his own Ex 
| Congregation, although ſome perhaps might be ſo Pr: 
{ wiſe and prudent as to obſerve this Rule, as well dis 
as they could, yet, conſidering the Corruption of the 

| human Nature, we have much Cauſe to fear that wil 
others would not. At leaſt the Church could be W 

no way ſecured that all would; and therefore muſt al v 
needs be obliged to conſider of and appoint ſome | anc 

A ſuch Form to be uſed in all her Congregations, i ! 


PF which we may be fully afſured, that this Apo- 
*{olical Rule is every where obſerved, as it ought 
| tobe. And although we ſhould ſuppoſe, what can 
never be expected, that all the Clergy in every 
Province ſhould be as wiſe and as good as they 
|* ought to be; yet it cannot be ſuppoſed that every 
| one of them fhould underſtand what is for the 
{ Edification of the People, as well as all together. 
And therefore it muſt needs be acknowledged, 
| that the ſureſt Way to have this Rule obſerved, is, 


for the Governors of every Church, and the whole not 
24 Clergy, to meet together by their Repreſentatives ples 
in a Synod, or Convocation, and there, upon ma- uſe 
ture Deliberation, agree upon ſome ſuch Form, ples 
Which they in their Prudence and Conſciences that 

judge to be according to this Rule, which the but 
| Apoſtle here lays down before them. for 
And beſides, that the preſcribing a Form in ge- OF 
' nera}, is more for our Ediſying, than to leave every | of tl 
done to do what ſeems good in his own Eyes, we not 
| have the concurrent Teſtimony, Experience, and how 
Practice of the Univerſal Church. For we never bein 
read or heard of any Church in the World, from whe 
the Apoſtles Days to ours, but what took this courſe. cout 


| Though all have not uſed the ſame, yet no Church Thi 
| | | f but - 


— 
n 
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R but have uſed ſome Form or other. Aud therefore 
» for any Man to ſay, that it is not Lawful, or not 

1 Expedient, or not ſo Edifying, to uſe a F orm of 
1 
| 
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Prayer in the Public Worſhip of God, is to contra- 
dick the general Senſe of Chriſtianity, to condemn 
the holy Catholic Church, and to make himſelf 


* 
— 2 — AE 1 Tz * 


t | wiſer than all Chriſtians that ever were before him. 
e Which, whatſoever it may be thought now, was { 
K. always heretofore reckoned one of the greateſt Spins 
e | N ollies that a Man could be guilty of. 

„ Nay, more than all this too: For this is not only 

* to make a Man's ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians, bug I 


wiſer than Chriſt himſelf: For it is impoſſible to, 
Preſcribe any Form of Prayer in more plain and 
expreſs Terms than He hath done it, where He faith, 
When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, which art in Heaven, 
&c. Luke Xi. 2. And I hope none here preſent. 
but will acknowledge that Chriſt, by whom alone 
we can be Edified, knows better what 1s or what 
is not for our Edification, than we or all the Men 
in the World can do. And therefore ſeeing He hath 
not only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for his Diſci- 
ples to uſe, but hath expreſly commanded them to 
uſe it, we, who profeſs ourſelves to be his Diſci- 
ples, ought to reſt fully ſatisfied in our Minds, 
that uſing of a Form of Prayer is not only lawful, 
but much more for our Edifying, than it is poſlible 
for any other way of Praying to be. 
The ſame may be proved alſo from the Nature 
of the Thing itfelf, by ſuch Arguments, which do 
not only demonſtrate that it is ſo. but likewiſe ſhew 
how it comes to be ſo. For firſt, In order to our 
being Edified, ſo as to be made better and holier, 
whenſoever we meet together upon a religious Ac- iſ 
count, it is neceſſary that the ſame good and hol 
7 nt be always inculcated and preſſed 8 us 
aſter 
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means it is very difficult, if not morally impoſſible, 


14 Ther Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
after one and the ſame Manner. For we cannot 
but all find by our own Experience, how difficult it 
is to faſten any Thing that is truly good either upon 
ourſelves or others: and that it is rarely, if ever, 
effected, without frequent Repetitions of it. What- 
ſoever good Things we hear only once, or now and 


then, although perhaps upon the hearing of them, 


they may ſwim for a While in our Brains, yet they 


ſeldom tink down into our Hearts, ſo as to move 


and ſway the Affections; as it is neceſſary they 
mould do, in order to our being edified by them. 


U J/hereas, by a ſet Form of Publick Devotions 
» rightly compoſed, as we are continually put in 


mind of all Things neceſſary for us to know or 
do, ſo that is always done by the ſame Words 
and Expreſſions, which by their conſtant Uſe will 


imprint the Things themſelves ſo firmly in our 


Minds, that it will be no eaſy Matter to obliterate 
or raze them out; but do what we can they will 
ſtill occur upon all Occaſions; which cannot but 
be very much for our Chriſtian Edification. 
Moreover, that which conduceth to the quick- 


ning our Souls, and to the raiſing up our Affections 


in our Publick Devotions, muſt needs be acknow- 
ledged to conduce much to our Edification. But 


it is plain, That, as to ſuch Purpoſes, a ſet Form 
of Prayer is an extraordinary Help to us; for, if 


I hear another pray, and know not before-hand 


what he will ſay, I muſt firſt liſten to what he will 


ſay next: then I am to conſider, whether what he 


faith be agreeable to ſound Doctrine, and whether 


it þe proper and lawful for me to join with him in 


the Petitions he puts up to God Almighty; and if 


I think it is ſo, then I am to do it. But before I can 
well do that, he is got to another thing: By which 


to 


e the Common Prayer. T5 
to join with him in every Thing ſo regularly as I. 
ought to do. But by a ſet Form of Prayer all this 
Trouble is prevented; for having the Form con- 
tinually in * Mind, being thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with it, fully approving of every Thing in it, 
and always knowing before-hand what will come 
next, I have nothing elſe to do, whilſt the Words 
are ſounding in mine Ears, but to move my Heart 
and Affections ſuitable to them, to raiſe up my 
Defires of thoſe good Things which are prayed for, 


do fix my Mind wholly upon God, whilſt I am 


praifing of him ; and ſo to employ, quicken, anch 


to him. No Man that hath been accuſtomed to a 


| fet Form for any conſiderable Time, but may 
eaſily find this to be true by his own Experience: 


And by conſequence, that this way of Praying is 
a preater Help to us, than they can imagine that 
never made trial of it. COLO” Gor i437 

To this may be alſo added, That if we hear ano- 
ther praying a Prayer of his own private Compoſi- 
tion or voluntary Effuſion, our Minds are wholly 


bound up and confined to his Words and Exprei- 


fions, and to his Requeſts and Petitions, be they 
what they will: So that at the beſt we can but pray 
his Prayer, Whereas when we pray by a Form 
preſcribed by the Church, we pray the . of 
the whole Church we live in, which are common: 
to the Miniſter and People, to ourſelves, and to all 


the Members of the ſame Church: So that we. have | 4 


all the devout and pious Souls that are in it, con- 
curring and joining with- us in them: which can- 
not ſurely but be more effectual for the edifying not 
only of ourſelves in particular, but of the Church 
in general, than any private Prayer can be. 
Laſtly, In order to our being edified by our pub- 
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lift up my whole Soul in performing my Devotions , 
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lick Devotions, as it is neceſſary that we know: 


receive 


before-hand what we are to pray for, ſo it is ne- 
ceſſary that we afterwards know what we have 


prayed for, when we have done: For I ſuppoſe you 


will all grant, that all the Good and Benefit we can 

. our Prayers, is to be ultimately reſolv- 
ed into God's gracious hearing, and anſwering of 
them: Without which they will all come to no- 
thing. But there are two Things required to the 
obtaining an Anſwer of our Prayers: Firſt, That 


we ſincerely and earneſtly deſire good Things at the 
| Pands of rod, to which, as I have ſhewn, a ſet 
Form of Prayer conduceth very much: And then, 


Secondly, It is required alſo, that we truſt and de- 


pend upon God for his granting of them, according 


to the Promiſes which he hath made unto us in Je- 
ſus Chrift our Lord. And J verily believe, that one 
reat Reaſon why Men pray fo often to no purpoſe, 
is, becauſe they do not take this Courſe ; but when 
they have done their Prayers, they have done with 
them, and concern themſelves no more about them, 
than as if they had never prayed at all. But how 


can we expect that God ſhould anſwer our Pray- 


ers, when we ourſelves do not mind whether He 


anſwers them or no? nor believe and truſt upon 


Him for it? For certainly truſting in God, as it 
is one of the higheſt Acts of Religion that we can 
perform, ſo it is that which gives Life and Vi- 
gour, Virtue and Efficacy to our Prayers, without 
which we have no Ground at all to expect they 
ſhould be anſwered : For God having promiſed 


to anſwer our Prayers, except we truſt on Him for 


his Performance of ſuch Promiſes, we loſe the 
Benefit of them, and by conſequence our Prayers 
too. And therefore, as ever we deſire that He 
ſhould grant us what we pray for, when we have 
- +63 HOG directed 
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4 directed our Prayers to him, we muſt ſtill look up, 
> Pſal. v. 3. expecting and hoping for the return of 


them. 3 4% | 
Nov as this is a Thing of greater Conſequence, 
ſo a ſet Form of Prayer is a greater Help to us in 
it, than it is commonly thought to be. For if we 
hear another utter a Prayer ex tempore, which be 
never ſaid, nor we heard before, nor ever ſhall 
do again, it is much if he himſelf can remember 
the tenth Part of what he ſaid: How much leſs 
can we that heard him do it? And if we cannot 
! poſſibly remember what we prayed for, How is it® 
poſſible for us to expect it at the Hands of God? 
or to depend upon Him for it? But now it is 
quite otherwiſe when we uſe a ſet Form of Prayer: 
For by. this Means, when we have prayed, we can 
recollect: ourſelves, look over our Prayers again, 
either in a Book, or in our Minds, where thcy 
are imprinted; we can conſider diſtinctly what we 
have aſked at the Hands of God, and ſo act our 
Faith and Confidence on him for the granting 
every Petition we have put up unto him, accord- 
ing to the Promiſes which he hath made us to that 

| purpoſe. And as this is the ſureſt Way whereby to 
obtain vyhat we pray for, it muſt needs be the moſt 
Edifying way of Praying that we can poſſibly uſe. 
Theſe Things being duly weighed, I {hall now 
take it for granted, That the uſing a Form in ge- 
neral in the Publick Worſhip of God, is agreeable 

to this Apoſtolical Rule, Let all Things be done to 
Ediſying; and ſo ſhall proceed to ſhew, That that 
Form in particular, which our Church hath ap- 
pointed to be uſed upon ſuch Occaſions, is ſo too. 
For which end it is not neceſſary that I ſhould run 
through every particular Word, Phraſe or Expreſ- 
hon in the Common- Prayer, much leſs 185 - 
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48 75 Excellency and Uſefulneſs 

; ſhould vindicate and defend it from every little 
Exception, that Ignorance and Malice may make 
againſt ſomething in it. For nothing ever yet 
Was, or even can be ſaid or written, but ſomething 
or other may be ſaid or written againſt it, either well 

or ill. But my Buſineſs muſt be to prove, That 
the Form of Divine Service contained in the 

Book of Common-Prayer, which is now uſed in 
the Church of England, conduceth fo much to the] 
Edifying thoſe that uſe it, that it agrees exactly 


to the Rule which the Apoſtle here preſcribes in Þ 
' Ethat caſe. And this I ſhall demonſtrate from four Þ 1 


Heads. 1. From the Language. 2. Fram the 8 


Matter, or Subſtance. of it. 3. From the Method. I 


And, 4. From the Manner of Performing it. For 
if it be Edifying in all theſe Reſpects, it muſt Þ 
needs be acknowledged to be fo in the whole: 
There being nothing in it but what may be reduced 
to ſome af thefe Heads. 

Firſt therefore as to the Language, you all 
know that the whole Service is performed in Eng- 
lib, the vulgar and the common Language of the] 
Nation, which every one underſtands, and ſo may 
de edified by it. And this, indeed, is the Ground 
and Foundation of all the Benefits that we can 
poſſibly receive from our Publick Prayers. And] 
therefore in the Church of Rome, the common? 
People are made uncapable of being Edified by 


] . the Prayers of the Church, in that they are all 


made in Latin, a Language which they do not} 
underſtand. So that when they meet to worſhip 
God, there are ſeldom any in the Congregation 
that know what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt 
that reads it, and oftentimes not he neither. By 
which Means they have no ſuch Thing really 
amongſt them as Common- Prayer. Neither is it 
8 poſſible 


F the Common Prayer. 19 
poſſible for the common People to be ever Edified 
by what is there ſaid, or done, except they could 
be once convinced by it of the horrible Abuſe 


which their Church puts upon them, in command- 
ing all her Publick Devotions to be performed in 


an unknown Tongue, directly mu not on]! 


to the Rule in my Text, but to the Deſign of this 


whole Chapter. 


But, bleſſed be God for it, it is not ſo with us: 
For ours is truly Common-Prayer ; for it is written 
and read in that Language which is Common to all 
the Congregations in the Kingdom, and to every® 
Perſon in each Congregation, 


People of the Land, whatſoever Rank or Condi- 


| tion they are of, may join together in the uſe of 
every Thing that is in it, and ſo be jointly Edified 


: by it: Eſpecially, conſidering that it is not only 


there uſed are but common Words, 


all in Engliſb, but in common and plain Eugliſp, 
ſuch as we uſe in our common Diſcourſe with 


one another. There are no unuſual or obſolete 


Words, no hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, but 
| every Thing is expreſſed as clearly and plainly as 
| Words can do it. 


So that the meaneſt Perſon in 
the Congregation, that underſtands but' his Mo- 
ther Tongue, may be edified by it, as well as the 
greateſt Scholar. e 
But that which is chiefly to be conſidered in the 


Language of the Common-Prayer, is, that it is not 


only common but proper too. Though the Words 
yet they are 
ſo uſed, that they properly expreſs the Things 
that are deſigned by them. This, I confeſs, may 
ſeem to be no great Matter at firſt ſight, yet it is 
that without which we might be ſubverted by 
that which was intended for our Edification. For 
Impropriety of Speech in Matters of Religion 

8 hath 
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Tertainly, if ever there was A Form of ſou 
« Words, compoſed by Men ſince the Apoſtles 


| all thoſe that uſe it, 


_ The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 


hath given occaſion to all, or moſt of the Schiſms; 


Errors and Hereſies, that ever infeſted this, or 
any other Church, as might eaſily be demonſtrat- 
ed, Hence the Apoſtle gave Timothy, A Form 


, found Words, and charged him to hold it faſt ; 


Hold faſt, ſaith he, the Form of ſound Words which 


thou hajt heard of me, 2 Tim. i. 13. As know- 


ing that except the Words, whereby he uſually 


expreſſed divine Truths, were ſound and proper, 


it would be impoſſible for his Notions and Opi- 
nions of the I hings themſelves to be fo. And 
ſound 


Times, our Common-Prayer may juſtly deſerve 
that Title ; it being all made up of ſuch fit and 


Proper, ſuch ſound and wholeſome Words, that if 


we do but hold faſt to them, there is no fear of 
our falling, either into Hereſy or Schiſm. For 


they being duly conſidered, will ſuggeſt to our 
Minds right and true Apprehenſions of all the Ar- 


ticles of our Chriſtian Religion, and ſo not only 


make us ſound, but build us up ſtrong and firm in. 
our moſt holy Faith: So that conſidering the Plain- 
neſs and Perſpicuity, the Soundneſs and Propriety | 
of Speech, which is uſed in it, the leaſt that can 


be ſaid of the Common- Prayer, is, that all Things 
in it are ſo worded, as is moſt for the Edifying of 
And as the Words in the Common-Prayer are 
all as Edifying as Words can be, ſo in the ſecond 
Place is the Matter expreſſed by thoſe Words. For 
there js nothing in it but what is neceſſary for our 
Edification, and all Things that are, or can be for 
our Edification, are plainly in it. Firſt, I ſay there 
is nothing in our Liturgy but what is neceſlary for 
our Edification, There are no ſuch Fables in it, 
| | Ol 
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. the Common- Prayer. 221 
or endleſs Genealogies, which (as the Apoſtle faith) 
miniſter DPueflions, rather than godly Eatfying, 
which is in Faith, 1 Tim. i. 4. There are none 


of thoſe vain Diſputations, and impertinent Con- 
troverſies, which have of late been raiſed in the 


Church, to its great Diſturbance, rather than its 
Edification. There are no new Opinions, nor airy 


| Speculations in it, which ſerve only to tickle Mens 
Ears, and pleaſe their Fancies, and ſo divert their 


Thoughts from what they are about. Look it all 
over without Prejudice and Partiality, confiden 
ſeriouſly every Thing that is in it, and you will finc 


nothing aſſerted but what is conſonant to God's 


Word ; nothing prayed for, but according to his 


Promiſe; nothing required as a Duty, but what is 
agreeable to his Commands; nothing ſaid or done, 
but what is grave and ſober, ſolemn and ſubſtantial; 


nothing but what becomes the Worſhip of our Great 
and Almighty Creator ; and therefore nothing but 
what we may ſome way or other he Edified by, 


And as there is nothing in it but what is Edify- 
ing, ſo all Things that are or can be Edifying are 
| For nothing can be neceſſary to Edify, and 


in it. 
make us ſolid and perfect Chriſtians, but what 
is neceſſary either to be believed, or done, or elſe 
obtained by us. But there is nothing neceſſary to 
be knoꝛon or believed, but we are taught it; no- 
thing neceſſary to be done, but we are enjoined in 


it; Rothing neceſſary to be obtained, but we. pray 


for it in our publick Form of divine Service. 
For firſt, As to thoſe Things which ate neceſſary 
to be Anotn, or believed, it is acknowledged by all 
Proteſtants; that they are fully contained in the 
holy Scriptures, which make a great, if not the 
reateſt Part of our divine Service; and are con- 
fautly read over; the Pſalms once every Month, 
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the Old Teſlament once, and the New thrice every 
Vear. And all the Fundamental Articles of our 
Chriſtian Faith, revealed in the holy Scriptures, 


being briefly ſummed up in the Apoſtles Creed; 


that we may be ſure to keep them always in our 
Minds, we have that Creed read and repeated al- 
ways once, and moſt commonly twice every Da 
in the Year. And ſeeing the God -head of our 
bleſſed Saviour, the F - ene of our whole Re- 
ligion, hath been, and ſtill is denied by ſome, 
leſt we ſhould be ted away with the Error of the 
icked, every Sunday and Holiday we read the 
Nicene Creed, wherein the God-head both of the 
Don and Holy Ghoſt is aſſerted and explained. 
And that we may not entertain any erroneous 
Opinions concerning the molt holy Trinity, or 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, but the true 
Catholick Faith whole, and undefiled, upon cer- 
tain Days every Vear we read that which is com- 


monly called The Creed of St. Athanaſius, where- 


in thoſe great Myſteries are unfolded, in the 
molt proper and perſpicuous py erms chat 1575 are 
capable of. ? 

And as all Things neceſſary to by believe are 
ſummarily contained in the ary. Creeds, ſo they 
are frequently explained in the other Parts of our 
Liturgy; inſomuch, that it would be eaſy to frame 
a compleat Body of Divinity out of. the Words 
there uſed,; at leaſt of all ſuch Things as are need- 
ful for any Man in the World to believe. or know, 
n order to his, eternal Salvation. 

The ſame may be ſaid alſo of all thoſe Fhings 
which we ought to do: For as we here do what- 
ſoever is — — to be done, in order to our Wor- 
ſhip of God in this Place, fo we here are taught 
whatſoever is neceflary 1 to be Jearnyy in order, to 
af our 
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ef the Common- Prayer. 23 
our ſerving God in all other Places. So that no Man 
that frequents our publick Congregations, where 
the Common- Prayer is uſed, can ever plead Igno- 
rance of any one Duty whatſoever: For, if it be 
not his own Fault, he may there be inſtructed in 
every Thing which He that made him requires of 
him. For here, as I obſerved before, we con- 
ſtantly read the holy Scripture, which, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, I profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 
proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righte= © 
ouſneſs, that the Man of God may be made Perfect. . 
thoroughly inſtructed unto all good Works, 2 Tim. iii“ 
16, 17. And ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt hig 
God to compriſe his whole Will, and by conſe- 
quence our Duty, in the Ten Commandments, hence 
| we read them conſtantly every Sunday and Holiday 
throughout the whole Lear: By which Means 
every one, that doth not wilfully ſhut his Eyes, 
may clearly ſee, and fully underſtand his whole 
Duty, both to God and Man. Eſpecially con- 
ſidering that in our Prayers themſelves alſo, there 
is frequent mention made of all thoſe Vices which 
ought to be avoided, and of all thoſe good Works 
which ought to be performed by us. So that we 
can never come to Church but we are ſtil] put in 
mind both of what we ought, and what we ought 
not to do, that we may be ſaved. _ 05 
And then, as there is nothing neceſſary to be 
inotun or done, but we are taught it, ſo neither 
is there any Thing neceſſary to be obtained, to 
make us either Holy or Happy, but we pray for 
it in the Common-Prayer. For here we have the 
Lord's Prayer, a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom 
itſelf ; and therefore it muſt needs be the moſt 
perfect and divine Prayer that ever was made. 
Neither do we uſe it only once, but in every diſ- 
3:39 es tinct 


8 * 
P I > bt — — — 2 Ine 


> 
3 — 
— 7 — 
. 
— 


— 2 
1 2 


2 
> 


— 
* 
2 * 
1 
E; 
— 
* 
15 
* 

. 
1 
1 
2 
4 
i} 
if 
145 
ſy 
1 
A. 
1 
. 

N 
j 
. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
op! 
4 
3 
oy 
0 
1 
1 
15 
* 1 

vii 


— 1 — _—_— — 
3 ene Ton, K 
2 3 
— 5 


24 he Excellency and Uſefulnefs 
tinct Service of the Church, in our Prayers before 


we read the holy Scripture, and in our Prayers th 
after; towards the End of the Litany, and in the © 
Beginning of ' the Communion Service, and in Þ ir 
every Office of the Church beſides. And the Rea- | 
ſon is, becauſe altho' our Saviour hath not forbid- Þ be 
den us to uſe any other Prayer, yet He hath ex- C 
preſly commanded us to ſay this, whenſoever we M 
pray. And therefore, in Obedience to his Com- Nas 
mand, our Church hath wiſely ordered, that in 
) Cu. and in every ſolemn Addreſs that we make Þ “ 
o the moſt high God, we always ſay this Prayer; Þ “ 
Teſt otherwiſe, by our L'ranſgreſſion of his Com- 44 
mand, in omitting this, we make all our other? 15 
Prayers to be ineffectual. And beſides, by the n 
conſtant Uſe of this amongſt our other Prayers, Þ = 
we are always ſure to uſe one Prayer both abſo- 55 
lutely perfect in itſelf, and moſt acceptable unto Þ 6 
Him to whom we pray ; it being a prayer of his Þ © 
on Compoſure: So that we ſpeak unto God in thi 
his own Words; and ſo may be confident, that we 5 
alk nothing of Him but exactly according to his - 


n,, | . 
And though all Things neceſſary for us be vir- Þ el 
tually contained in the Lord's Prayer, yet our Þ 


Church, in Conformity to the Catholick and ki 
Apoſtolical, hath thought good to add ſome other res 
Prayers, in which the ſame Things are more par- 0 
ticularly expreſſed and deſired at the Hands of our hes 
great and moſt bountiful Benefactor. All which“ Th 
are ſo contrived, . that there is nothing Evil or 
Hurtful for us but we pray againſt it; nothing D. 


Good or Uſeful but we pray for it. There 
is no Vice or Luſt but we deſire it may be ſub- d 
dued under us; No Grace or Virtue but we e 
pray it may be planted and grow in us. a 
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leſs Danger of Diſtraction, be tied up again, as 


over all thoſe Prayers, and ſtedfaſtly believe and 


truſt in God for his anſwering of them, and ſo 


obtain what we there pray for, we cannot but 


be as real and true Saints, as happy and bleſſed 


Creatures, as it is poſſible for us to be in this 


World. Neither do we here pray for ourſelves. 


only, but, ety to the Apoſtle's Advice, we 
make Supplications, 


ing, either to ourſclves or others? Nothing cer- 
tainly, but "Truth and Sincerity of Heart in the 
uſing of it. 1 „%% Rigs 

J cannot paſs from this Head, before I have 
obſerved one 'I hing more unto you, concerning 


4 


the Prayers in general; and that is, That they 
are not carried on in one continual Diſcourſe, but 
divided into many ſhort Prayers, or Collects, ſuch 


as that is which our Lord himſelf compoſed; 


and that might be one Reaſon wherefore our 


Church ſo ordered it, that ſo ſhe might follow 
our Lord's Example in it, who beſt knew what 
kind of Prayers were fitteſt for us to uſe. And in- 


deed, we cannot but all find, by our own Expe- 


rience, how difficult it is to keep. our Minds long 
intent upon any Thing, much more upon ſp great 


Things as the Object and Subject of our Prayers 


are; but, do what we can, we are {till liable to 
Diſtractions: So that there is a kind of Neceſſity 
to break off ſometimes, to give ourſelves 2 


breathing Time, that our Thoughts being looſen- 


ed for a while, they may with more Eaſe, and 


18 


F the Common- Prayer. 25 
that if we do but conſtantly and ſincerely pray 


rayers, Interceſſions, and giv- 
ing of Thanks for all Men; yea, for our very Ene 
mies, as our Saviour hath commanded us, Mat. u. 9 
44. And what can be deſired more than all this, 
to make the Matter of the Common- Prayer edify- 
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26 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
is neceſſary they ſhould be, all the while that we our 
are actually praying to the Supreme Being of the ſion 
= wad · | Chr! 
Beſides that, in order to the performing our mak 


Devotions aright to the moſt high God, it is ne- this 
ceſſary that our Souls be poſſeſſed all along with Pra; 


due Apprehenſions of his Greatneſs and Glory. allt 
Ta which purpoſe our ſhort Prayers contribute ineft 
very much: For every one of them beginning |! For 
with ſome of the Properties or Perfections of God, of C 
s ſo ſuggeſting to our Minds right Apprehen- only 
Hons of Him at firſt, it is eaſy to preſerve them by c 
in our Minds during the Space of a ſhort Prayer, ing 
which in a long one would be apt to ſcatterand Þ T1 
S<_ Bug 
But that which J look upon as one of the prin- as E 
cipal Reaſons, why our Publick Devotions are none 
and ſhould be divided into ſhort Collects, is this: ſerio 


Our bleſſed Saviour, we know, hath often told you 

us, That whatſoever we aſk in his Name, we Wh. 
ſhall receive: And ſo hath directed us in all our F that 
Prayers to make uſe of his Name, and to aſk no= ] nels, 
thing but upon the Account of his Merit and Me- hic 
| diation for us; upon which all our Hopes and Ex- whic 
pectations from God do wholly and ſolely depend. that 

Hence therefore (as it always was, ſo) it cannot | 
burt be judged neceſſary, that the Name of Chriſt and 
be ſrequently inſerted in our Prayers, that ſo we met 


1 may lift up our Heart unto Him, and act our Faith to A 
upon Him for our obtaining the good Things we up h 
pray for. And ſo we ſee it is in the Common- ing } 


Prayer; for whatſoever it is we aſk of God, we I ſo gr 
preſently add, Through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, or abou 
ſomething to that Purpoſe; and fo aſk nothing ] ſome 
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3 - CE IIA — 
7 = — — CAA” Cane <A Ear 
3 —— 


but according to our Lord's Direction, even in begir 
huis Name. And this is the Reaſon that makes And 
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our 


1 of the Common- Prayer. 27 


dur Prayers ſo ſhort : For take away the Conclu- 


ſion of every Collect or Prayer, In the Name of 


Cphriſt, and you may join them all together, and 
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that doth but caſt his Eye upon it. 


TE 
* 
8 
bong 
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make them but as one continual Prayer. But 


this would be to offer manifeſt Violence to the 
Prayers, by taking away that which gives them 


all their Force and Energy, and ſo making them 


ineffectual to the Purpoſes for which they are uſed, 
For certainly the aſking all Things in the Name 


of Chriſt, as we do in the Common-Prayer, is the 


only Way whereby to obtain wha: we deſire, and, 


by conſequence, the molt Ed;fjing Way of Pray- 
ing in the World. i 2 55 


The next Thing to be conſidered in the Common- 


Prayer, is the Method, which is admirable, and 


as Edifying, if poſſible, as the Matter itſelft. This 


none can deny, that doth but fully underitand, and 


ſeriouſty confider of it. Which, therefore, that 


you may all do, I ſhall briefly run through the 


Whole, and give you what Light I can into it, 


that you may clearly ſee, not only the Reaſonable- 
neſs, but the Excellency of it all along. For 
which Purpoſe I ſhall inſtance only in ſuch Things 
which offer themſelves at firſt Sight, to any one 


Let us therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober 


and devout Chriſtians . (ſuch as we all ſhould be) 


met together to perform their Publick Devotions 
to Almighty God; every one of which hath» lift 
up his 1 5 privately unto him already, implor- 
ing his Aid and Aſſiſtance in the Peformance © 


ſo great a Work, and ſo are all now ready to ſet 
about it. The firſt Thing we do, is to Read 


ſome Sentences of holy Scripture, that ſo we may 


begin our Devotions unto God in his own Words. 


And they are all ſuch. Sentences as put us in mind 
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28 T be Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
of our Sins againſt Him, and of his Promiſe to par- 
don them if we do repent: That fo we may pre- 
ſent and carry ourſelves with that Reverence and 
odly Fear before Him, as becometh thoſe who 
are ſenſible of their own Vileneſs, and Unworthi- 
neſs to approach ſo great a Majeſty : And likewiſe, 
with that Faith and humble Confidence, which 
becometh thoſe that believe, that He, upon our 


| Repentance, will pardon our Sins, and accept 
both our Perſons and Performances, according to 
r the Promiſes which He hath made unto us. 


Then follows a grave Exhortation, concerning 
the End of our preſent Aſſembling, which is of 


great Uſe, and ought never to be omitted. For 
Men generally are apt to ruſh into the Preſence of 


God, without ever conſidering what they go about, 


Ws Whereas this Exhortation puts us upon conſider- 


ing the Greatneſs of the Work which we are now 


engaged in, and ſo upon compoſing our Thoughts, 
and preparing ourſelves for the due Performance 


of it. 


Our Minds being thus brought into a right : 
Frame and Lemper for it, we all, both Miniſter Þ 
and People, proſtrate ourſelves before the moſt j 
high God, Confeſſing, upon our Knees, the mani- Þ 
fold Sins and Wickedneſs that we have committed] 


againſt Him. Which Confe ion is ſo contrived, 


that all, and every Perſon in any Congregation : 
whatſoever, may join in it. For it runs in general] 
yet ſo too, that every particular] 
Perſon may and ought in his own Mind to confeſs 
and acknowledge his own Sins, which he knows] 
| himſelf to be guilty of. As where he ſays, We have 
left undene tho bf Things which we ought to hate 

ave done thoſe Things which we ought| 


And 


2 and we 
not to have done, At the ſaying of this every one 


ſhould 
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FRY ä of the Commen- Prayer. 7 | 


ſhould call his own Sins to remembrance, and 
what Duties he knows himſelf to have omitted, 


and what Vices he knows himſelf: to have com- 


mitted, and confeſs them accordirigly unto God.. 

And when we have thus confeſſed our Sins to 
God, we preſently implore his Mercy in the Par- 
don of them, and his Grace, that for the future 


we may forſake them. 


cept Þ 
8 to 


And whilſt we are thus upon our Knees, humbly 


confeſſing and bewailing our Sins before the Lord ” 
our God, "the Miniſter ſtands up, and, in the Name - 
of God, declares. and pronounceth to all thoſe 4 
ning 2 
is of Þ 
For ; 


de of 


who truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his 


Goſpel, The Abſolution and Remiſjin of all their 


Sins. Which tho' ſpoken alſo in general Terms, 
yet every particular Perſon there preſent ought to 
apply it to himſelf, ſo as to be fully perſuaded in. 
his own Mind, that, if he doth but ſincerely re- 
pent, and believe the Goſpel], he is perfectly ab- 
ſolved from all his Sins by God himſelf, accord- 
ing to the Promiſes which 5 hath made to Man- 
kind in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

And now looking upon ourſelves as abſolved 
from our Sins, upon our Repentance and Faith in 


Chriſt, and by conſequence, as reconciled to God, 
we take the Boldneſs to call Him Father, humbly 


addreſſing ourſelves to Him in that divine Form of 
Prayer which He himſelf hath given us. Which 


done, we lift up our Hearts and Voices unto God, 
for his Afiſtance of us in what we do, in the 
Words of David, the Miniſter crying out, G Lord, 
and the People anſwering, 
ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe. The 
Miniſter again, O God, make ſpeed to ſave us; the 
And then: 


open thou our Libs! 
And our Mouths 


People, 0. Lord, make haſte to help us. 
immediately we all lift up our Bodies to ſtan] 


B 3 upon 


30 © The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
upon our Feet, and ſo put ourſelves into a Poſture M fc 
of Praiſing and Magnifying the eternal God, Fa- if 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for his infinite Good- I 
neſs and Mercy towards us; for which purpoſe the te 
Miniſter firſt faith, or ſings, the Gloria Patri, © 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 1 
Holy Ghoſt; and the People, to ſhew their Con- 
ſent, anſwer, As it was in the Beginning, is now, 
and ever fhall be: World without End. Amen. 
But not thinking this to be enough, the Miniſter 
. Calls upon the People again, ſaying, Praiſe ye tb 
Lord, and the People anſwer, the Lord's Name le 
praiſed; and then we go on to praiſe Him toge- Þ 
ther, ſaying, or ſinging, the Ninety-fifth P/alm, 
Yenite exultemus Domino, O come let us fi: + unt 
the Lord, let us heartily rejoice in the Strength of 
our Salvation, Re. And ſo proceed to the P/alms 
appointed for the Day. After every one of which, 
to teſtify our Belief in the moſt Sacred Trinity, 
and our Acknowledgment of that infinite Love and 
Goodneſs which every one of thoſe divine Perſons 
hath manifeſted to us, we repeat that incompara- 
ble Hymn, Glory be to the Father, 8c, 
Our Hearts being thus raiſed up to God in 
raiſing and admiring of Him, we are now in a fit 
cu. and Diſpoſtion to hear what He ſhall 
ſpeak unto us, and therefore have a Chapter read 
out of the Old Tzflament; and that in its ordinary 
courſe, except upon Sundays and Holidays, when 
more People attending the Puhlick Worſhip of 
God, than can conienintly come upon other 
Days, we read ſome ſelect Chapter proper for 
the Day, and ſuch as is judged moſt edifying to 
all that are there preſent. And having thus heard 
God ſpeaking unto us in his holy Word, = ys 
END: | ſently 
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of the Common- Prayer. 31 
ſently fall upon praiſing of Him again, for ſo un- 


ſpeakable a Mercy, ſaying, or ſinging in the Morn- 
ing, the Te Deum, one of the moſt heavenly and 
ſeraphick Hymns that ever was compoſed by Man: 


Or elſe, the Sang of the three Children, which is 


nothing but a Paraphraſe upon that which David 


ſang fo often upon Earth, and which the holy An- 


ge ling continually in Heaven, even Hallelujah, 


raiſe ye the Lord. Wherein we being all ſenſi- 


Him and magnify Him for ever. In the Afﬀter- 


noon, we ling either the Magnißcat, or elſe the 


Ninety-eighth Pſalm; both which being taken out 


of God's own Word, cannot but be very pleaſing 


and acceptable unto Him. 
After this, our Souls being got upon the Wing 


again, and ſoaring aloft in the Contemplation of 
the divine Perfections, we are now rightly qualifi- 
ed to hear and receive the ſublime 


yiteries of 
the Goſpel. And therefore have a Chapter read 


to us out of the New Teſtament. After which, we 


being revived with the good Tidings of the Goſpel, 
and filled with Admiration at the infinite Good- 
neſs of God therein revealed to us, we break forth 
again into Praiſing and Adoring of Him, in the 


Song of Zacharias, or elſe in, the hundredth Pſalm, 


in the Morning; and at Evening, either the Sixty- 
ſeverith P/alm, or elſe the Song of old Simęon, ſtill 


_ concluding with Gloria Patri. 


Nov having thus heard ſome Part 1 Word 


of God read to us, and expreſſed our Thankful- 


neſs unto Him for it, to ſignify our Aſſent, not 
only to what we have heard, but to the whole 


Scripture, we all with one Heart and Voice repeat 


the 


B 4 


ble how far ſhort we ourſelves come of praiſing _ 
God ſufficiently, we call upon all the Creatures 
of the World to do it, Blzfs ye the Lord, praiſd 
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divine Majeſty for his Grace and Favour, his De- 
Hs 8 . fence 


the Apoſtles Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtance 
of it is contained. And fo profeſs ourſelves to con- 
tinue in the Number of Chriſt's Diſciples, and 


that as we were at firſt baptized, ſo we ſhit believe 


in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


Cad bleſſed for evermore. 


HFitherto we have been moſtly taken up with 
confeſſing our Sins to God, imploring his Mercy in 
the Pardon of them, hearing his moſt holy Word, 


acknowledging his Goodneſs to us, and praiſing 
and magnifying his Name for it. By which Means, 
except we have been extremely wanting to our- 


elves, our Hearts cannot but be ſo united and fix- 


ed upon God, that we are now rightly diſpoſed to 
make known our Wants, and preſent our Peti- 


tions before Him. This therefore is the next 


Thing we ſet upon: But ſeeing that neither Miniſ- | 


ter nor People can poſſibly do it aright, without 
the Aſſiſtanee of God himſelf, therefore each of 
them. firſt prays for his ſpecial Preſence with the 
other. The one ſaying, The Lord be with yon; 
the other, And with thy Spirit. And then imme- 
diately failing down upon our Knees, we Adore 
and Supplicate each Perſon of the moſt bleſſed Tri- 


nity to have Mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy up- 


en us; Chriſt, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy 
upon us, After which we addreſs ourſelves to God 
in the Words that He hath put into our Mouths, 
ſaying the Lord's Prayer; which ended, the Mi- 
niſter and People by turns lift up their Hearts to 
God in ſome ſhort and heavenly Ejaculations, 


ſtriving as it were to outvie each other in prevail- 


ing with the Almighty to pour down his Bleſſings 
upon us. And then in an humble and folemn 
Manner, we join together in ſupplicating his 
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of the Common- Prayer. TT 


fence and Protection, his Mercy and Blefling, for- 


ourſelves, for the King, for the Royal Family, 
for his Church, and for all Mankind : And this 


we do ordinarily in the Collects appointed for that 
Purpoſe. But upon Wedneſdays and Fridays (upon 
which Days the Primitive Church uſed to perform. 
their more than ordinary Devotions) as alſo upon 


the Lord's Day in the Morning, we do it in the 
Litany, and in ſuch a Litany as comprehends all 
and every Thing that we can ever need to deſire 
of Almighty God, either for ourſelves or others. 


After this, upon Sundays and Helidays, we  g 


proceed to the Communion-Service : And there- 


fore, approaching to the Lord's Table, we begin 
And after another ſhort 


it with his own Ber 
Prayer to God to cleanſe the Thoughts of our 


Hearts by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, we 


read the Ten Commandmenm, which He hath 


enjoined us to obſerve; and after every Command- 


ment we aſk Ged Mercy for our Tranſgreſſion 
thereof for the Time paſt, and Grace to keep the 
ſame for the Time to come; ſaying, Lord, have 
Mercy upon us, and incline our Hearts to keep. 
this Law. And then, after a Prayer for the King, 
and the Collect for the Day, we read the Ep:i//le- 


and Goſpel, that is, moſt commonly, a ſhort Para- 
graph taken out of the Canonical Epiſiles, and 
another out of one of the Holy Goſpels, which 
was the antient Way of reading the Scripture, be-- 
fore it was divided into Chapters. And we do it 
now to prepare us the better for the Communion. 
of the Body and Blood of Chrift, therein revealed 
But ſeeing we neither do, nor can read 
over the Whole, we repeat the Subſtance of it in 
the Nicene Creed, which it is very neceſſary we 
Rs 5 B 5 ſhould: 


to us, 


- ä — mc : 
" — + 2 Oe TE CIC I rg — 2 
> v n "—_— 


ry i 


3 — 
—— —— ů IO WEED; 
* IG. * 2 — — — — — 2 


— rr 


| 34 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 


—— ——  — — — — -—_ 4 r. 
K . „ * 5 — evan. 
> —— n ——— £2 * 2 wo 
"I 4 ö £ = 
* 1 — + — 
- — mY 2 _— — a> 
— + . * 


— A 
— WIPE A— —— ares 
9 — "ng _ — you 


* 2 HE 4 a Ig. 
* ; "I "I n 


ſhould do at this Time, that ſo we may demon- 
ſtrate ourſelves to be Chriſtians, and ſo capable 
of receiving the moſt holy Communion. 55 
He that all this while hath employed himſelf as 
he ought to do in the Service of our Church, cannot 
but find himſelf greatly edified by it. Vet how- 
ſoever, that nothing may be wanting that may any 
Way conduce to our Edification, after the Nicene 
Creed, our Church hath appointed a Sermon to be 
Preached ; which if ſound, plain and practical, as 
' it ought to be, cannot but be very edifying too. 
And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far 
» Edified, as to be raiſed up to the higheſt Pitch of 
Devotion that we can arrive at in this World, and 
ſo are fit to be admitted to the higheſt Ordinance 
of the Church, the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 


per: And therefore we now betake ourſelves to 


it. But that we may not appear before our Lord 
empty, we firſt offer up ſomething to Him of what 
He hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to 
pious and charitable Uſes ; teſtifying thereby our 
Acknowledgment of his Goodneſs to us, and that 
we have nothing but what we receive from Him. 
And to excite and encourage us to do this all the 
while that we are offering, we have ſome ſelect 
Sentences of Scripture read to us, wherein God ei- 
ther commands us to be Charitable, or elfe pro- 
miſes a Bleſſing to thoſe that are ſo. And then 
we pray for Chrijt's whale Church Militant here on 
Earth, whereby we profeſs ourſelves to be real 
Members of it, and defirous to hold Communion 
with it in Chriſt's myſtical Body and Blood. And 
ſo we proceed to the Celebration of it; in which 
the Method is ſo elear, fo apparently edifying, that 
I need not fay any Thing of it. But ſhall only 
bbſerve two Things in general concerning it. 


Furſt, 


Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, being the higheſt Myſtery in all our Reli- 
gion, as repreſenting the Death of the Son of God 
to us, hence that Place where the Sacrament 1s. 
adminiſtred, was always made and reputed the 
higheſt Place in the Church. And therefore alſo 


it was wont to be feparated from the reſt of the 


Church by a Skreen or Partition of Net-work, in 
Latin Cancelli, and that fo 
thence the Place itſelf is called the Chancel. That 
this was antiently obſerved in the Building of all 
conſiderable Churches (for I ſpeak not of private 


Oratories or Chapels) within few Centuries after 
the Apoſtles themſelves, even in the Days of Con- 
' /antine the Great, as well as in all Ages ſince, I 


could eaſily demonſtrate from the Records of thoſe 
Times. 5 

hitherto, I am loth to trouble you with it now. 
But I mention it at preſent, only becauſe ſome 
perhaps may wonder, why this thould be obſerved 
in our Church rather than in all the other Churches 
which have been lately built in this City: Where- 


as they ſhould rather wonder, why it was not ob- 


For beſides 


ſerved in all others as well as this. 


our Obligations to conform as much 28 may be to 


the Practice of the Univerſal Church, and to avoid 


Novelty and Singularity in all Things relating to 


the Worſhip of (od, it cannot be cafily imagined, 
that the Catholick Church in all Ages and Places 
for 13 or 1400 Years together, ſhould obſerve 
ſuch a Cuſtom as this, except there were great 
Reaſons for it. „ 3%%ͤPf ; 3d 

W hat they were, it is not neceſſary for us to 
enquire now. It may be ſufficient to obſerve at 


preſent, that the Chancel in our Chriſtian Churches 


Was 
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enerally, that from 


ut having purpoſely waved Antiquity 
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was always looked upon, as anſwerable to the 


Holy of Jolies in the Temple, which you know 


was ſeparated from the Sanctuary or Body of the 


Temple, by the Command of God himſelf : And 
that this Place being appropriated to the Sacra- 


ment. of the Lord's Supper, it ought to be con- 


trived, as may be moſt convenient for thote- 
| Who are to partake of that bleſted Ordinance. 


But it muſt needs be more convenient for thoſe 
who are to enjoy Communign with Chriſt, and 


in Him with one another, in this holy Sacrament, 
to meet together, as one Body, in one Place, ſe- 


parated for that Purpoſe; than to be difperſed, as 
otherwiſe they would be, ſome in one and ſome 
in another Part of the Church. Or in ſhort, it 
is much better for the Place to be ſeparate thaw 


5 the People. 


Furthermore, It is not only convenient, but in 


ſome Senſe neceſſary, for ever Communicant to 


obſerve and take fpccial Notice of the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances which our Lord hath ordained to be 


uſed in this Sacrament, as the Breaking of the 
Bread, and the Conſecrating both that and the 


Wine, to repreſent his Death, the Breaking of his 
Body, and the Shedding of his Blood for our Bins; z 


that ſo our Hearts may be the more affected with 


it, and by conizquence our Souls more Edified by 
it. But this cannot be ſo well done, except there 


be a Place ſet apart for it, where they may all be 


placed about or near the Commuriion Table, and 
fo behold wirat is there done at the Conſecration 


of the Elements. Hence alſo it is, that the Seats 
there, are and ought to be fo ordered, that all that 


are in them may ſtill look that Way, and con- 


template upon their bleſſed Saviour; there evidents 
ly ſet forth as cruciſied for them. 
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that ſo the Miniſter may be there ready to admi- 


| gine, 


to adminiſter the holy 
Day, both for their Sakes, and my own too. . 
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The other Thing that I would obſerve unto you 


concerning the holy Communion, 1s this, that our 


Church requireth, or at leaſt ſuppoſeth it to be ad- 
miniſtred every Lord's Day, and every Holiday 
throughout the Year, as it was in the Primitive 
Church. For that is the Reaſon that the Commus= 
nion Service is appointed to be uſed upon all ſuch 
Days, and to be read at the Communion Table, 


niſter it unto all that deſire to partake of it. Which 
ſhews the great Care that our Church hath of alb | 


her Members, that they might be edified and con- 


firmed in the Faith; to which nothing contributes 
more, than frequent Communion at our Lord's 
Table. Which if People could once be perſuaded 
to, they would ſoon find greater Benefit by it than 
J can expreſs, or they themſelves, till then, ima- 
I ſhall ſay no more of it at preſent, but 
only this, That I am fo ſenſible of what I now 
ſay, that could I be ſure to have a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Communicants, I fhould be heartily. glad 
Sacrament every Lovd's q 


' 


Thus 1 have given you a ſhort Scheme of that 
excellent Method wherein our Divine Service is 
performed: Which whoſoever rightly conſiders, 
will need no other Argument to convince Him, 
that it is, according to the Apoſtle's Rule, ve 
Edifying indeed. The laſt Thing to be conſidered } 
in it, is the Manner of its Performance; by which 
I mean only the ſeveral Poſtures of the Body, as 
Standing and Kneeling, which are uſed in it : For | 
they are alſo done to Edifying. | 4 

While we ſay or ſing the Hymns or Pſalms to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God, we ſtand up, not 
only to ſignify, but to excite the Elevation of 

| Our 


6 
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our Minds at that time. For as on the one Hand, 
if our Souls be really lifted up in the Praiſesof God, 
our Bodies will naturally lift up themſelves, to ac- 
company them as far as they can towards Heaven; 
ſo on the other Hand, the raiſing up of our Bodies 
helps towards the raiſing up of our Souls too, by 
putting us in mind of that high and heavenly Work 
we are now about; wherein, according to our 
weak Capacities, we join with the Choir of Hea- 
ven in praiſing God now, as we hope to do it for 
evermore. For this Cauſe alſo we and at the. 
Treeds ; for they being Confeſſions of our Faith in 


God, as ſuch they come under the proper No- 


fion of Hymns, or Songs of Praiſe to Him: All 


our praiſing God being really nothing elfe but our 


confeſſing and acknowledging Him to be what He 
is in himſelf and to us. And beſides that, by our 
* ſtanding at the Creeds and Goſpels, we ſignify our 
- Aﬀent unto them, and our Readineſs to defend 
them to the utmoſt of our Power, againſt all Op- 
poſition whatſoever. And as for the Goſpels par- 


ticularly, they contain the very Acts which our 


Lord did, and the very Words which He ſpake 
when He was upon Earth; and therefore we who 
profeſs Him to be our Lord and Maſter, cannot 


ſurely but fand up, when we hear Him ſpeaking, 


and liſten diligently to thoſe gracious Words which 
proceed out of his divine Mouth. 

And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up our- 
ſelves as high as we can towards Heaven, ſo when 
we pray unto Him, we fall down as low as we can 
towards the Earth, not daring to preſent our Sup- 
plications to the abſolute Monarch of the whole 
World, any other ways than upon our Knees. 
Which is fo proper, ſo natural a Poſture for Sup- 
plicants, that if all Men would but duly conſider 

; what 
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what they do when they pray to Almighty God, 


the Church need never have commanded them to 
Kneel at that time. For they could not chooſe 
but do it: No, not although the Place where 
they are ſhould ſeem never fo inconvenient for 
it. For we find our bleſſed Saviour himſelf kneel- 


ing, at his Prayer in the Garden, upon the bare 
Ground, Luke xxii. 41. And St. Paul upon the 
| Sea-ſhore, where he could have no other Cuſhion | 

but Stones or Sand, Ads xxi. 5, Howſoever, to 


take off all thoſe little Excuſes that Men are apt 


to make for themſelves in this Caſe, the Seats ind 


this Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all Things ſo pre- 


| pared in them, that there can be no Inconvenicnce 


at all in it, but rather all the Conveniencies for 
Kneeling that can be deſired. And therefore if any 


one of you ſhall negle& to kneel, while the Pray- 
ers are read, they will give us too much Cauſe to 


call their Religion into Queſtion, or to ſuſpect they 
have none at all: For if they had, they dur 
not, they could not offer ſuch a manifeſt Affront 
to the great Creator of the World, as to carry 


themſelves no otherwiſe while they pray to Him, | 
than as if they were converiing with their Fellow 


Creatures. But why do I ſpeak of their praying 
unto God ? It is too much to be feared they do 
not pray at all, nor come to Church for any bet- 
ter Purpoſe, than only to fee and be ſcen. I am 


ſure they perform no Act of external Worſhip os 


Adoration unto God, nor ſhew Him that Reſpect 


and Reverence which is due unto Him; and fo 


give very great Offence to all pious and devout 
Chriſtians. | 


Whereas if all and every Perſon in the Congre- 
_ gation would always be upon their Knees while 
they put up their Petitions to the moſt high God, 

. | what | 


40 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 


what a mighty Advantage would this be, not on. y. 
to every one in particular, but to the whole Con- 
gregation in general? For as every. one would 
by this Means keep his Heart more ſtedfaſt in the 
true Fear and Dread of God, and likewiſe more. 
certainly obtain the good Things he prays for, as. 
the Fathers frequently aſſert, ſo the whole Con- 
gregation would alſo be very much edified by it. 
For by this Means we ſhould excite and inflame 
each other's Devotions, confirm and ſtrengthen 
one another's Faith, and convince both ourſelves. 
und all that ſee us, that Religion is indeed a ſe- 
rious Thing; and that we believe it to be ſo, by. 
our ſerving God with ſo much Reverence and 
godly Fear, as this humble Poſture repreſenteth. 
And therefore as you tender the Love of God, the 
Credit of Religion, or the Salvation of your own 
Souls, I beſeech you all, in the Name of Him 
that made you, that whenſoever you come hither. 
to pray unto Him, you do it in that awful, lowly. 
{ and folemn Manner, which our Church command- 
| eth, and as becometh Creatures, when you ſpeak 


© 
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to your Great and Almighty Creator ; that ſo you 
0 give true Worſhip and Honour unto Him, 
and alſo receive that Benefit and Edification to 
yourſelves, which He hath promiſed, and you ex- 
pect from your Publick Prayers ; this being cer- 
tainly the molt edifying Poſture that you can poſ- 
ſibly uſe upon ſuch Occaſions. Co 
F rom what hath been hitherto diſcourſed con- 
cerning the Language, the Matter, the Method, 
and the Manner of performing Divine Service, as 
| contained and preicribed in the Book of Common- 
| Prayer ; we may politively conclude, that it agrees 
| exactly with the Rule in my Text, even that 
Al Things iu it are dane to Edifying : Which 
| Was 
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was the Thing I undertook to prove. I know that 


wt agar Arguments might be brought to ſhew | 
the 


xcellency and Uſefulneſs of the Common 
Prayer; but theſe already produced, are ſuffici- 
ent to convince any ſober and conſidering Chriſtian 
of it: And if there be any here preſent, who are 
not yet convinced by what they have heard of it, 
I dere only one Thing of them, and that is, That 


they would but make I rial of it for a while: For 
my Charity prompts me to believe, that all the 
= Zeal that ſome expreſs againſt the Common- Prayer, 
and all that Indifferency that is in others for it, 
proceeds only from their Ignorance of what it is, 
or at leaſt from their want of an Experimental 
Knowledge of it. For let any Man that ſeriouſly 
minds the Worſhip of God, and the Salvation of 
his Soul, before all Things elſe, let ſuch a one, 1 
= ſay, ſet himſelf in good earneſt to ufe the Com- 

* mon-Prayer, as he ought to do, for ſome conſider- 
able Time, and I do not doubt but that by the Bleſ- 
= fing of God, he will find that Benefit and Edifica- 
tion by it, that his own Experience ſhall convince _ 
him of all that I have now ſaid, more than all the 
Arguments that I have, or any Man in the World 
can ever produce to him. Some perhaps may 


think this to be a Paradox; but I do not gueition 
but that many here preſent can atteſt it upon their 
own Knowledge; having found themſelves more 
confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in their 
Religion, more hunibled for their Sins, more ſup- 
ported under their Troubles, more inflamed with 
Love to God, and Deſires of Heaven, every Way 
more Edited by the conſtant Uſe of the Common- 
Prayer, than they could ever have believed it poſ- 


fible to have been, except they had found it to 


have been ſo by their own Experience. 


Now. 
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Now theſe Things being thus briefly conſidered, 
I ſhall obſerve only two Things from them. The 
Firſt is the extraordinary Prudence, as well as 
Piety, of our firſt Reformers, who firſt compiled 
the Book of Common-Prayer, fo exactly conform- Þ 
able to the Word of God, and the Apoſtolical Þ 
Canon in my Text; which 1 cannot but aſcribe Þ 
to the ſame extraordinary Aid and Aſſiſtance from 
God, whereby they were afterwards enabled to 
ſuffer Perſecution, yea, Martyrdom itſelf, for his Þ 
Sake; and ſo to confirm what they had done with 
© their own Blood. Which certainly is no ſmall Þ 
Commendation of it. ) 
Tube other Thing I would obſerve unto you is, 
the Reaſon why the Devil hath had ſuch a Spite“ 
| againſt the Common- Prayer, ever ſince it was firſt Þ 

made. For the more Edifying it is to God's Peo- Þ 
pale, the more Deſtructive it muſt needs be of the Fo 


Devil's Kingdom: And therefore it is no wonder Þ Ki 
| that he hath all along employed the utmoſt of his toc 
|| Power and Policy to blaſt its Reputation, and ſo Pr 


| to diſcourage and diſſuade Men from the Uſe of it. th. 
And by the Permiſſion of God, for the Puniſhment an 


of this ungrateful Nation, he hath ſo far prevailed Þ fin 
in his Deben, that the Liturgy hath been twice Þ thi 
{ Ccaſtoutof the Church ſince it was brought firſt into Þ an 
it; once in the Reign of Queen. Mary, and then D 
again in the Days of King Charles the Firſt. ab 
In the Reign of Queen Mary you all know Et 
| who were her Inſtruments in the doing of it, even tu 
the Papiſts, For they clearly and truly foreſaw m 
that their erroneous Opinions could never be be- be 
lieved, nor ſuperſtitious Practices obſerved in tage G 
Nation, ſo long as the Common-Prayer was uſed, re 
Foraſmuch as there is nothing in it but what is ſa 
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ſound and agreeable to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and ſo contrary to the groundleſs Opinions which 
the Church of Rome would obtrude upon the 
World for Articles of Faith, And beſides that, 
there are many Expreſſions purpoſely inſerted in 


it, to arm us againſt the Pope's Supremacy, In- 


dulgences, Invocation of Saints, Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, and other Popiſh Errors; ſo that it would 


have been impoſlible for the Romiſh Religion 


to be ever reftored to the Nation, unleſs the Com- 
mon-Prayer was firſt removed. Which there- _ 
fore they took Care to have done as ſoon as poſ- 9 
ſible. But within a few Years after, even the, 

Firſt of Queen Elizabeth, it was brought in again, 


And as the Reformation was begun before, ſo 


from that Time forward it was carried on and per- 
fected chiefly by the Means of the Common-Prayer. 

For it is very obſervable, that in the Reign of 
King Edward the Sixth, and for ſeveral Years 
too of Queen Elizabeib, there was little or no 
Preach-ng in moſt Parts of the Kingdom, and few | 
then could read Eugliſb; and yet by the conſtant _ 
and general Uſe of the Liturgy, and God's Bleſ- 
ſing upon it, the whole Nation was fo Ediſied in 
the true Religion, that there was ſcarce one in 


an Hundred but forſook and abhorred all Popiſh * 


Doctrines and Superſtitions ; which is an undeni- 
able Argument, that in this Reſpect alſo it is as 
Edifying, as it is poſſible for a Thing of that Na- 


ture to be: Inſomuch that ſo long as the Com- 
mon-Prayer is uſed and frequented as it ought to 


be, it is morally impoſſible for Popery to get any 


Ground among{t us. But if this Bulwark was once 


removed (which God forbid) our grand Adver- 


ſary would ſoon accompliſh his malicious Deſigns 
upon us, one Way or other, Hs tos 


This 
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Charles the Firſt. For by what kind of Spirit the 
Common-Prayer was then caſt out you all know, 
1 ſhall ſay of it is only this, that the ſame Spirit that 
then ſtirred up People ſo violently againſt the Com- 
mon- Prayer, ſtirred them up at the ſame time to re- 
bel againſt their King, to take away Mens Eſtates 


laſt to murder one of the moſt pious Princes that 


overſpread with Profaneneſs and Irreligion. 


_ and in a miraculous Manner to reſtore our Common- 


Sovereign to his Kingdoms. But what ſhall we! 
render to the Lord for ſo great a Bleſſing as this is? 


This he knows well enough, and therefore hath 
left no Stone unturned to effect it. But what he hath 
done before by the Papiſts, he afterwards brought 
about again by other Means in the Reign of Kin 


and ſome of you found by woful Experience. All that 


o S o 
and Lives contrary to all Law and Juſtice; and at 


ever lived. And whether that was the Spirit of ne 
Chriſt or Antichriſt, God or the Devil, judge you. 2 
Be ſure the Conſequences of its being laid aſide at IT 
that Time were very ſad. For People being depriv- I © 
ed of that whereby they ſhould have been Edihed, Þ E 
were immediately toſſed to and fro with every Wind | th 
of Doctrine, until at length many of them fell into fo 
the moſt pernicious and damnable Hereſies that Y* 
were ever heard of in the Church. Yea, together 4 
with the Liturgy, they laid aſide all Diſtinction be- © 
twixt ſacred and common Things; by which ſe 


Means the whole Nation was in Danger of being 


But, bleſſed be the Name of the moſt high God 


for it, He was once more pleaſed to appear for us, 


Prayer to his Church, together with our gracious 


All that He expects, or we can give Him for it, is 
only to make the beſt Uſe of it that we can. his 
thereſore is that which I now pray and beſecch 
you all for the future to do. Do not think it enougb 
. tg 
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to be for the Common- Prayer, and to come now 
and then to hear it. This you may do, as many 
do, and yet receive no more Benefit by it, than as 
if there were none at all to be received. Which 
therefore can by no Means be imputed to the Com- 
mon-Prayer itſelf, but to the Negligence of thoſe 
that uſe it. Neither muſt you think it enough to 
talk high for it, or to rail at thoſe who are not ſo 
happy as to be rightly informed about it. But ra- 
ther take all Opportunities to inform them, and 
by all Means poſſible to convince them of the Ex- 
cellency and Uſefulneſs of it. Which you can 
never do ſo effectually, as by your out- ſtripping- 
and exceeding them in Virtue and good Works. 
For this is, and ever will be, a plain Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Common- Prayer is indeed far more 
Edifying than thoſe new Modes of Religion, which 
they are ſo unhappily ſeduced into. That there- 
fore you may do this, and ſo both experience in 
yourſelves, and demonſtrate unto others, the Truth 
and Certainty of what you have now heard con- 
cerning the Common-Prayer, I deſire you to ob- 
ſerve theſe few Rules in the uſing of it. FE: 
Firſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers only out 
of Cuſtom, or for Faſhion ſake, as the Manner of 
ſome is, but out of a ſincere Obedience to God's 
Commands, and with a ſure Truſt and Confidence 
in his Promiſes for his Bleſſing upon what you do. 
For which end it will be very good, as you go to 
Church, to bethink yourſelves whither you are go- 
ing, and what you are to do there, that ſo laying 
aſide all other Buſineſs, you may put yourſelves 
into a right Temper for ſo great a Work. _ 
Secondly, Frequent our Publick Prayers as often 
as you conveniently can, The oftner you are at 
them, the better you will like them, and the more 


Edified 
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Edified you will be by them. And therefore do 
not ſatisfy yourſelves with hearing them once a 
Week. In this City, as alſo in many other Places 
of the Kingdom, eſpecially where there are Cathe- 
drals, or Collegiate Churches, you may enjoy the 
Benefit of them publickly every Day, and fo keep 
your Hearts continually in an holy and heavenly 
Frame, and always live 2s becometh Chriſtians : 
And if you __ ſuch Opportunities as are now 
put into your Hands, you will one Day with you 
had not, but then wiſhing will do no good. 
„ Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the Begin- 
ningof Divine Service; otherwiſe you will certain- 
ly miſs of ſomething that would have been Edifyin 


to you, and perhaps of that, which at that Time 


| might have done you more good than all the reſt, 
Neither will you loſe the Benefit only of Part of it, 


but in ſome Meaſure of the Whole too; all the 


Parts of it being linked together in ſo excellent a 
Manner and Method, that they influence and aſſiſt 
Lach other. 
by Miniſter or People, but the Whole will ſuffer 


| ys which otherwiſe you will find in it. 

i ourthly, All the while that you are in God's 
# Houſe, carry yourſelf as in his ſpecial Preſence, and 
| ſuitable to the Work you are about; ſtanding while 
you praiſe God, and kneeling when you pray unto 
| Him. as our Church hath directed you. For tho? 
E theſe may ſeem but little Things in themſelves, yet 
they are of great Conſequence, both to our Wor- 
| ſhipping of God aright, and to our being Edified 
by what we do, as I have ſhewed before. 

| Laſtly, Take ſpecial Care all along to keep your 


| confeſs your Sins to God, do it with an hearty and 
| | 58 ſincere 


So that nothing can be omitted either 


by it, and loſe ſomething of that Virtue and Effi- 


Minds intent upon the Matter in hand; when you 


* 
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of the Common- Prayer. 47. 
ſincere Repentance for all the Errors of your Life 
paſt, When the Abſolution is pronounced, re- 
ceive it with a firm and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt 
our Saviour. When you repeat or ſing the 


Hymns or Pſalms, raiſe up your Spirits as high 
as you can to join with thoſe above in praiſing 
and magnifying the eternal God. When the 


Word of God is read, hearken diligently unto it, 


and conſider ſeriouſly what He that made you ſaith 


to you, and requires of you, and reſolve, by his 


| Bleſſing, to believe and live accordingly. And all 
the while that you are upon your Knees, putting up. , 
your Petitions to the moſt high God, let your 


whole Souls be employed in it, earneſtly deſiring 


the good Things you pray for at his gracious. 
Hands, and humbly confiding on his faithful Pro- 
miſes for the granting of them. By this Means you 
will perform a reaſonable Service unto God, and by 


conſequence that which will be very acceptable 


unto Him, and as profitable and edifying to your- 
ſelves. Whereas they that do not obſerve this 
Rule, cannot be properly ſaid to pray, or ſerve 
God at all. And therefore it is no wonder that 
they come to Church and hear the Common-Prayer 


read, and yet are no way edified by it. Indeed 


it is impoſſible they ſhould : Foraſmuch as all 


the Benefit and Edihcation that we can poſſibly 


receive from any of our Devotions, depends very 
much upon the due Intention of our Minds in the 
Performance of them. To which, as I have ſhewn, 


both a Form of Prayer in general; and ours in 
particular, is a very great Help. 


Do but obſerve theſe plain and neceſſary Rules 
in uling of the Common-Prayer (without which you 
cannot be truly ſaid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it) 
and you will ſoon find what I have ſaid about it to 


be 


wa _ by * 
a 


and devout a Manner as this is, our 
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5 7 be be Exeeeng 225 gane & mo” 
even that All Things in it be done to Edi. 


yourthat hear me at this Time, but all the 


book 'of the Nation, could be once perſuaded 


to do ſo. What an holy Nation? What a peculiar 
People ſhould we then become ? How Pious to- 


wards God? How Loyal to our Sovereign ? How 


Juſt and Charitable to one another ? For by our 


conſtant worſhipping Almighty God in ſo ſolemn 
Rente will be 


over- awed with ſo great a Fear 8{his divine Ma- 


| jeſty, that we ſhould never dare willingly to of- 


fend Him: Our Minds would be filled and impreg- 
nated with ſuch a Senſe of his Power and Sove- 
reignty, that we ſhall honour and reverence it in 
thoſe al ſo whom He hath ſet over us. Our whole 


Sauls would be raiſed up ſo much above the World, 


that we ſhould not do an ill Act to gain it wholly 


to ourſelves, In ſhort, we ſhould be every Day 


_ Edified more and more in Faith, in Love, i in Hu- 


mility, in Self-denial, in Temperance, in Pati- 


ence, in all true Grace and Virtue: And ſo we 
mould grow from Strength to Strength, from one. 
degree of Grace unto another, until at length we 


arrive at Glory and Perfection in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, where we ſhall ſpend Eternity itſelf in praiſ- 


ing and adoring the moſt high God; as for all the 


other Mercies which he hath vouchſafed to us, 
ſo in a particular Manner for our being Members 
of ſuch an Apoſtolical Church, wherein all l 
are done to Edifying. . 

Which God of his infinite Mercy grant we may 
all do, in and through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, 


de all Honour and Gloty, Worldapthout 1 End, 


Amen. 
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